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novel coronavirus. i The FTC has sent warning letters. independently and with the Food and Drug 
Administration, to these types of marketers in an effort to stop them from selling such products.2

And while the FTC has indicated that it believes almost all have come into compliance, it 
remains unclear how many people purchased the fraudulent products or the extent to which 
additional products have come on the market. According to media reports, some scammers are 
stealing bank account information and other personal information in order to redirect economic 
relief funds from those already suffering from this pandemic. 3 And, con artists are reaching out 
to our aging loved ones pretending to be representatives of the federal government, like the 
Internal Revenue Service (IRS) or Social Security Administration (SSA), seeking payment or 
personal information in order to access newly provided or ongoing benefits.4

While these criminals must be caught and held accountable for their actions, it is also critical that 
the federal government take additional steps to prevent people from being scammed in the first 
place. The FTC's Bureau of Consumer Protection has developed public awareness campaigns 
that will help, but additional outreach is required. With the closure of senior centers and other 
places that seniors typically congregate. typical information sharing is not taking place. The FTC 
must have the resources to engage the public in novel ways. An additional $25 million would 
help prevent seniors from falling victim to deceptive and fraudulent COVID-1 9 practices. 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. We look forward to working with you to ensure 
that Congress meets the needs of America's seniors and protects them from COVID-19 related 
scams. 

Thom Tillis 
United States Senator 

Sincerely, 

Robert P. Casey, Jr. 
United States Senator 
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